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NCURA Region VII PEDC Round- Up: Wednesday Sept 24, 2025: 11:30-12:30 MDT
Happy Research Administrator Day on 9/25!

Thank you to the 2025 Professional Education Development Committee for curating this content.

Question Answer
A. $15,000
) B. $10,300
What was the amount of the first NSF Grant? C. $9,850
D. $5,000
A. 35%
The federal government first developed a uniform indirect cost rate | B. 60%
during World War 1l. What was that rate? C. 50%
D. 42.5%
A. Total Direct Costs
What was the base used for the first uniform indirect cost rate B. Modified Total Direct Costs
developed by the federal government for R&D at IHEs? C. Salaries and Wages
D. Salaries, Wages, and Fringe Benefits
According to Uniform Guidance, which of the following is not one 5 Necessanjy 2l reasongblg for t'he performance i aveE
of the general criteria for a cost to be allowable on a federal = IncIuQed i) budggt]ystlflgatlon narrative
award? C. Consistently treated in like (_:lrcumstances
D. Allocable to the specific project
A. Project-specific laboratory supplies
Which of the following types of costs is typically unallowable on B. Administrative salaries directly allocable to the project
federal awards under Uniform Guidance? C. Publication costs of research findings
D. Alcoholic beverages
A. The cost must be listed in the proposal budget
What does it mean for a cost to be "allocable” under Uniform 2 WD) G pe assigne_d LIEI fec_leral S E O F.’IES dis_cretion
Guidance? C. The cost prowdgs benefit to the.pI'OJe(?l and can be assigned in
reasonable proportion to the benefit received

The cost can be recovered through indirect cost rates

What is the primary purpose of effort reporting in research
administration?

To track vacation time of researchers
To ensure compliance with conflict of interest policies

. To confirm that salaries charged to sponsored projects reflect actual effort
. To calculate indirect cost rates

What is the descripton for the highest risk group for biohazards?

high individual risk, high community risk
low or no individual and community risk
moderate indivdual and limited community risk (most common)
high individual risk, low community risk

Which act establishes overtime pay for hour worked by contractor
employees in excess of 40 hours per week, and sets the minimum
wage equal to the prevailing wage?

Davis-Bacon

McNamara-O'Hara Service Contract Act
Walsh - Healey Public Contracts Act
Copeland anti-kickback act

15
Notice of funding opportunities states that federal awards should 60
be posted for a minimum of how many days? 30
No Minimum
Does NSF require prior approval to add a mentoring plan for a No
0 ” . Yes, GRA only
graduate research administrator or post doc if these positions
were not proposed? . Yes, Post Doc only
’ . Yes, both
10% TDC
What is the deminimus cost rate for proposals (non-NIH) awarded 10% MTDC
before 10/1/20247? 15% MTDC
15% TDC
10% TDC
What is the deminimus cost rate for proposals (non-NIH) awarded 10% MTDC
after 10/1/20247? 15% MTDC
15% TDC

What are the three types of program income?

Maximum, Deductive, Cost Share

. Additive, Deductive, Cost Share

Cost share, additive, negative

. Neutral, Deductive, Additive

What does RPPR stand for?

Research Progress Performance Report
Research Product Performance Report
Research Performance Progress Report

. Research Progress Products Report

What does AOR stand for?

PP00TP00DP00PP0O0PPOOPFOOIF0OPFOOD>00 >0

. Active Organizational Representative

. Assigned Organizational Responsibility
C.
D.

Acquired Overachiever Reward
Authorized Organizational Respresentative
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What agencyl/ies require Research Security Training as of 7/1/25?

. Dept of Energy and National Science Foundation
Department of Energy

. National Science Foundation

. All agencies that issue federal financial assistance funds

What agency requires individual Pl and Co-PI certifications in their
system, for Malign Foreign Talent Recruitment Program
involvement?

US Dept of Energy

. All federal agencies

US Dept of Defense
National Science Foundation

What does IRB stand for?

. Individual Review Board

. Individual Requirements Board
. Institutional Review Board

. Integrated Response Board

What entity oversees human subjects protections?

OLAW
OHRP
DHHS
NSF

What entity oversees animal subjects protections?

OLAW
OHRP
USDA
USDI

How many years is the standard for records retention (absent
special circumstance or state policy/law)?

2 years
4 years
3 years
5 years

The Stevens Amendment of 1989 requires what?

Protections for prisoners participating in research.
Acknowledgement of sponsorship in publications.
De minimis F&A on all federal projects.

Cost share of salary over the NIH salary cap.

The Bayh-Dole Act of 1980 pertains to...?

Human subjects research

Imports of agricultural products for research purposes.
. Intellectual property

Fraud, waste, and abuse

What document summarizes the guidelines and principles for
human subjects research?

. Civil Rights Act

Title IX

. The Byrd Amendment
. The Belmont Report

The guiding principles reinforcing the humane use of animals in
scientific research are called the three R’s. Any researcher
planning to use animals in their research must first show why there
is no alternative and what will be done to minimize numbers and
suffering. The three R’s are:

Reduce, Refine, and Replace
. Reduce, Refine, and Reserve
Reason, Refine, and Replace
Reason, Reduce, and Reserve

Which of the following is not covered by Expanded Authorities?

90 day pre-award spending

Carryforward of unobligated balances to subsequent funding period

. Transfer of funds budgeted for participant support costs to other budget
categories

D. One-time no-cost extension up to 12 months

OWP» UOW» [DOPP0O0PPOOPF0OPPOOBFOOIPOOBHOOD> 00D >

What are the 3 primary tenets of the Belmont Report?

A. Confidentiality, Benefits, Risks

B. Reduce Conflicts of Interest, Codify correct amounts for Cost Share,
Regulate publication of research results

C. Humane transport of animals, Guidelines for euthanasia, Parameters for
the proper housing of laboratory animals

D. Respect for persons, Beneficence, Justice

What is Copyright?

A. The codified set of standards under which all research publications are to
be reproduced.

B. A legal term used to describe the rights the creators have over their
literary and creative works.

C. A pejorative term used in Research Administration when discussing a
researcher’s act of plagiarism.

D. A symbol, word, or words legally registered or established by use as
representing a company or product

Which act governs research misconduct and requires institutions
to investigate allegations?

. America COMPETES Act
. Bayh-Dole Act

. Public Health Service Act
. Civil Rights Act

Which of the following is a required element of responsible
conduct of research (RCR) training?

. How to calculate indirect cost rates
. Managing personal finances

. Timecard approval

The Bayh-Dole Act requires institutions to do what with inventions
resulting from federally funded research?

. Publicly release all IP
. Share all rights with the PI
Report them to the funding agency and retain certain rights

A
B
C
D
A
B
C. Authorship and plagiarism
D
A
B
C
D. Automatically commercialize the product
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What does the acronym RPPR stand for in federal reporting?

. Research Project Progress Report
. Research Proposal and Performance Review
. Research Performance Progress Report

Reimbursed Project Payment Request

The National Council of University Research Administrators
(NCURA) was founded in what year?

1959
1965
1974
1981

Which 1940s initiative dramatically expanded U.S. federal
investment in university-based research?

G.l. Bill
The Manhattan Project

. Vannevar Bush’s “Science, The Endless Frontier” report

Sputnik Response Act

What historical event in 1972 led to sweeping reforms in research
involving human subjects?

The Stanford Prison Experiment
The Belmont Report
Public revelation of the Tuskegee Syphilis Study

. The passage of the Common Rule

Which budget item is excluded when calculating the MTDC base?

Supplies for investigator's laboratory

. Tuition and fees for graduate students

Payments to study participants
Consultant fees and associated travel

How many resubmission proposals are permitted by NIH?

2
1
3
0

Cost Principles are found in which Subpart of Uniform Guidance?

Subpart C
Subpart D
Subpart E
Subpart F

Which of the following is a primary purpose of a federal
cooperative agreement?

To allow for flexible budgeting
To provide assistance with few restrictions

. To enable solicitation by a Request for Proposal
. To provide assistance with substantial involvement of the federal agency

Which of the following generally describes title to equipment
purchased under Public Health Service grants?

Equipment is negotiated separately for each grant
Vested in the principal investigator
Retained by the federal government

. Title is passed to the institution upon completion of the project

Which of the following must be included in every federal grant
budget?

A. Institutional cost sharing

A plan for expenditure of funds
Justification of the indirect cost rate used
Method by which payment is to be made

What is not a reason for choosing the basic least unrestricted
airfare?

Requires circuitous routing
Provides bonus travel miles

. Excessively prolonged travel

Requires travel during unreasonable hours

Which cost is generally not acceptable?

Trustees
Advisory councils
Exchange rates

. Insurance and Indemnification

Which cost category allows the charging of costs that are incurred

Compensation - Fringe Benefits
Compensation - Personnel

after the period of performance? Publication and Printing Costs
Travel
90 days

What is the length of time an employee who is provided relocation 6 months

costs must stay in the position? 1 year
2 years

Which type is not a direct cost?

Compensation - personnel

. Publication and printing

Bonding

. Depreciation

Which type of Advertising and Public Relations cost is allowed?

wrloowroomrloomr|ooEroomrooEPrDoEr DO PDOBPDOBF DO PDORPDOBFDOB PO

. Costs of displays, demonstrations, and exhibits
. Costs of meeting rooms, hospitality suites, and other special facilities

used in conjunction with shows and other special events

C.

Salaries and wages of employees engaged in setting up and displaying

exhibits, making demonstrations, and providing briefings

D.

None of the above

Which is not a fundamental cost principles assumption?

A
B.
C.

NFE is efficient, effective and has sound management practices
NFE will execute the agreement in line with the terms and conditions
Awarding agency will ensure that direct and indirect costs are being

applied consistently

D.

No significant changes in accounting are required




50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

Generally, when Is prior approval required for a budget revision?

A
B.

25% reduction in time devoted to the project by the principal investigator
Transferring or contracting a portion of work to an outside entity

(subawards)

C.

Transfer of funds budgeted for participant support costs to other

categories of expense

. All of the above

Which is an acceptable reason to transfer cost?

. To reduce cost over-runs on another project

To remove an unallowable cost

. To use up unspent funds
. All of the above

Grant Manager
Contracting Officer

Who can legally bind the Federal Government to a contract? Gt fing) Giiea T e RasEeamEie
. Controller
Grant
What Federal agreement type requires substantial effort from the Contract

Federal agency?

Cooperative Agreement
Purchase Order

What does the FAR stand for?

Federal Agency Regulations
Federal Acquisition Regulations
Final Acquisition Report

. Featured Application Report

What is Subpart C under 2 CFR 2007

Pre-Federal Award Requirements and Contents of Federal Awards
Post Federal Award Requirements
Cost Principles

. Audit Requirements

What does the term "Venue" mean in an agreement?

Where any court case will be heard
Where the research will take place

. Where the funds will be spent
. Where the sponsor is located

What is the acronym of the federal agency
that handles safety and health regulations?

ARPA
PMA
GSHA
OSHA

Micro-purchase

. Simplified Acquisition Threshold

At what procurement level must a cost analysis be done?
Small purchase
Large Acquisition Threshold
Fixed

Which is not an indirect cost agreement rate type? - Provisional
Permanent
Final
Manual

What is considered the best way to select or assign subjects in Automatic

clinical trials? Random
Specific
90 days

After an Investigational New Drug Application has been submitted, 30 days

how long must the PI wait to begin the clinical trial? 10 days

Can begin immediately upon submitting the application

What is a control group in a clinical trial?

The group of subjects who receives the standard treatment or placebo

. The group of subjects who receives the new treatment
. The group of subjects who chooses the treatment they want to take
. The group of subjects who receive treatment during phase |

Retention of which records are required for how long in the 2 CFR
2007

1 year

2 years
3 years
5 years

A bill to continue federal funding at the previous year's funding
level is called?

Omnibus Bill

. Continuing Resolution

Special Resolution
Funding Action ltem

What is the daily journal of the Federal Government?

The Executive Order
The Federal Bulletin

. The Federal Register
. Notice of Federal Intent

What does COGR stand for?

COBPDOBPU0PP0OBP0OPP00PP0OBP0OPP00PP 00T 00PP00EP00BP|00®» 00w 000

Cooperative of Grant Recipients

. Cooperative on Government Relations
. Council on Government Relations
. Council of Grant Recipients
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The Davis Bacon Act requires contractors or sub awardees on
federally funded projects to pay the local prevailing wages and
fringe benefits to?

Carpenters and mechanics
Laborers and mechanics

Administrative Assistants

Which of the following best describes the institution's responsibility
to comply with the Drug Free Workplace Act?

. Plumbers and mechanics

Test employees semi-annually
. Test employees annually
. Acquire a drug sniffing dog
. Establish an ongoing drug-free awareness program

Which of the following prohibits "kick back" of wages of an
employee to a contractor?

. Davis-Bacon Act

. Copeland Act

. Walsh Healy Public Contracts Act
. Stevens Amendment

If the president does not sign legislation into law, how many days
does it take for it to become law?

.15
.5

.14
.10

Conflict of interest may exist when medical faculty members
conduct drug clinical tests for a company if

. there is no control group

. the drug involves two different diseases

. faculty have shares in the company

. faculty test a drug and a device at the same time

For which of the following population groups do special guidelines
for their protection as research subjects apply?

. The elderly
. College students
. Persons diagnosed as HIV positive

What on-line system provides the interface for reporting
intellectual property?

. System for Award Management
. NSpires

. Fastlane

. iEdison

Which of the following costs is allowable according to Subpart E-
Cost Principles?

. Bad debt

. Entertainment

. Losses on other awards
. Payments to subjects

The administrative cap on federal negotiated F&A rates for
universities is equal to:

. 8%

. 20%

. 26%
.55.5%

What is the effect of cost share on the F&A rate?

. Increases it

. Decreases it

. No effect

. Cost share is not figured in the F&A rate

According to Uniform Guidance (2 CFR §200.430), IBS must:

. Include all compensation paid by external sponsors

. Be consisten with the amounts established in an individual's appointment
etter and institutional policy
C. Reflect only teaching responsibilities
D. Be based on total compensation across all employment sectors

A
B
C
D
A
B
C
D
A
B
C
D
A
B
C
D
A
B
C
D
A. Prisoners
B
C
D
A
B
(¢}
D
A
B
C
D
A
B
(¢}
D
A
B
(o}
D
A
B

Why is it critical for to verify a Pl's Institutional Base Salary (IBS)
when reviewing a proposal budget?

A. To ensure the PI receives overtime pay

B. To apply the correct fringe benefit rate

C. To ensure salary charges to the sponsor reflect IBS and comply with
sponsor and institutional policies

D. To ensure the Pl receives a bonus for proposal submission

Which of the following payments would typically not be included in
Institutional Base Salary?

A. Regular 9-month academic salary

B. Clinical salary that is part of an institutional appointment

C. Salary for chairing a department, included in the institutional offer letter
D. Outside consulting income not paid through the institution

What is the role of the IBS in calculating allowable salary charges
on capped federal awards?

A. It determines whether the sponor's cap applies

B. It provides the base against which effort and capped amounts are
calculated

C. It's irrelevant if the sponsor has a cap

D. It only applies for non-federal sponsors

A Pl has a 12-month IBS of $200,000 and commits 25% effort on
an NIH award. NIH's salary cap is $221,900. What is the
maximum direct salary chargeable to the NIH policy?

A. $50,000
B. $55,475
C. $200,000
D. $221,900
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